J. Sargeant Reynolds Community College
Course Content Summary

Course Prefix and Number: HIS 111 Credits: 3

Course Title: World Civilizations Pre- 1500 CE

Course Description :

JSRCC Form No. 086002
Revised: March 2020



Americas: Suggested Context Paleolithic and Neolithic, Olmec, Teotihuacan, Maya,

Chavin, Moche, Inca, Aztec, Cahokia, Ancestral Puebloan

X ldentify and/or explain the origins of complex societies.

x Compare and contrast pre-Columbian societies and civilizations.

X Analyze the development and impact of culture, economics, politics, society, technology,
and religious and philosophical ideas.

X Examine connections between pre-Columbian societies and the rest of the world.

East Asia: Suggested Context Paleolithic and Neolithic, The Chinese dynasties - Pre-

classical dynasties (ex. Shang, Zhou), Classical dynasties (ex. Qin, Han), Post-classical

dynasties (ex. Tang, Song), Confucianism, Legalism, Daoism, and Buddhism, Nomadic

interaction (ex. Mongols), Trans-oceanic voyages and encounters (ex. Ming dynasty,

Polynesia), Commercial and cross-cultural connections (ex. Japan, Korea, Vietnam, Silk

Road and Indian Ocean)

x ldentify and/or explain the origins of complex societies.

x Compare and contrast Asian societies and civilizations.

X Analyze the development and impact of culture, economics, politics, society, technology,
and religious and philosophical ideas.

X Examine connections between East Asian societies and the rest of the world.

The Middle East and Europe: Suggested Context Paleolithic and Neolithic, Mesopotamia,

Greece, Roman Republic and Empire, Judaism, Christianity and Islam, Byzantine Empire,

Islamic civilizations (ex. Umayyads, Abbasids, the Ottomans), Medieval kingdoms of Europe

(ex. England, France, the Holy Roman Empire), The Renaissance, Trans-oceanic voyages

and encounters (ex. American exploration, Indian Ocean commerce), Commercial and

cross-cultural connections (ex. Silk Road, the Crusades)

x ldentify and/or explain the origins of complex societies.

x Compare and contrast European and Middle Eastern societies and civilizations.

X Analyze the development and impact of culture, economics, politics, society, technology,
and religious and philosophical ideas.

X Examine connections between European and Middle Eastern societies and the rest of
the world.

South Asia: Suggested Context Paleolithic and Neolithic, Indus civilization, Indo-European

migrations, The Mauryans and the Guptas, Hinduism, Buddhism, and Jainism, Delhi

sultanate, Trans-oceanic voyages and encounters (ex. Indian Ocean, impact on the Khmer),

Commercial and cross-cultural connections (ex. Silk Road, Buddhism)

e Identify and/or explain the origins of complex societies.

e Compare and contrast Asian societies and civilizations.

e Analyze the development and impact of culture, economics, politics, society, technology,
and religious and philosophical ideas.

e Examine connections between South Asian societies and the rest of the world.

Major Topics to be Included:

Africa

Americas

East Asia

The Middle East and Europe
South Asia
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