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Course Content Summary 

 
 
 
Course Prefix and Number: PLS 136    Credits: 3 
 
Course Title: State and Local Government and Politics 
 
Course Description: 
 
Teaches structure, powers, and functions of state and local government in the United States as 
related to federalism; constitutionalism; elections; powers of legislative, executive, and judicial 
powers of state and local government; state-local-federal relations; fiscal matters; metropolitan 
issues; and policy issues, like health, education, criminal justice and welfare.  The assignments 
in the course require college-level reading fluency and coherent communication through written 
reports.   Lecture 3 hours per week. 
 
General Course Purpose: 
 
To enable students to demonstrate a well-rounded knowledge of state and local government 
and politics; understand the fundamentals of the structure, power, and functions of state and 
local government; and, understand the unique characteristics of the individual states. 
 
Course Prerequisites/Corequisites: 
 
None 
 
Course Objectives: 
Upon completing the course, the student will be able to: 
 
Communication 

● Speak and write about political issues that are central to state and local governance 
● Discuss the philosophical and theoretical arguments undergirding state and local 

governanc  
● Analyze how political and economic trends influence public policy, using demo
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Non-centralization, A real Division of Power, Union 
● Identify the relationship between the levels of government – federal, state, and local and 

explain the benefits and opportunities. 
● Explain what former Associate Justice of the Supreme Court, Louis Brandeis meant by 

his remark that states are the “laboratories of democracy” and analyze whether national 
standards are warranted. 

● Describe the different periods of federalism throughout American history.  For example, 
Dual Federalism (Layer Cake), Cooperative Federalism (Marble Cake), Creative 
Federalism, and New Federalism.  

● Analyze how the nation determined representation and how that has evolved. 
 

State Constitutionalism 
Frame-of-government provisions, Bills of rights, Policy provisions, Expansion and restriction of 
governmental power 

● Explain whether or not state constitutions matter and identify references of support. 
● Describe ways the states differ from one another in politically meaningful ways. 
● Evaluate differences between the national and state constitutions, and consider 

differences among different state constitutions. 
● Evaluate the competency of state governments versus the federal government. 
 

People and Their States 
Demographics, Social Equity, Public Interest 

● Explain whether our nation has “decentralized administration” as Alexis de Tocqueville 
described it and what values are promoted in this situation. 

● Evaluate how America’s federal system addresses or causes some of the following: 
inequality, participation, and mass media. 

● Identify different “cultures” in different regions of the US.   
 

State Parties and Elections 
Redistricting, Voting Technology, Campaign Finance, Party Administration 

● Explain the constitutional function of state governments in drawing district boundaries for 
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● Describe “neutral competence” in state and local bureaucracy and how 
governors/mayors leverage it. 

● Evaluate whether the institution of “governor” matters for politics at the national level. 
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