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Non-centralization, A real Division of Power, Union 
● Identify the relationship between the levels of government – federal, state, and local and 

explain the benefits and opportunities. 
● Explain what former Associate Justice of the Supreme Court, Louis Brandeis meant by 

his remark that states are the “laboratories of democracy” and analyze whether national 
standards are warranted. 

● Describe the different periods of federalism throughout American history.  For example, 
Dual Federalism (Layer Cake), Cooperative Federalism (Marble Cake), Creative 
Federalism, and New Federalism.  

● Analyze how the nation determined representation and how that has evolved. 
 

State Constitutionalism 
Frame-of-government provisions, Bills of rights, Policy provisions, Expansion and restriction of 
governmental power 

● Explain whether or not state constitutions matter and identify references of support. 
● Describe ways the states differ from one another in politically meaningful ways. 
● Evaluate differences between the national and state constitutions, and consider 

differences among different state constitutions. 
● Evaluate the competency of state governments versus the federal government. 
 

People and Their States 
Demographics, Social Equity, Public Interest 

● Explain whether our nation has “decentralized administration” as Alexis de Tocqueville 
described it and what values are promoted in this situation. 

● Evaluate how America’s federal system addresses or causes some of the following: 
inequality, participation, and mass media. 

● Identify different “cultures” in different regions of the US.   
 

State Parties and Elections 
Redistricting, Voting Technology, Campaign Finance, Party Administration 

● Explain the constitutional function of state governments in drawing district boundaries for 
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● Describe “neutral competence” in state and local bureaucracy and how 




